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April 20, 2020 
 
Good Morning SHS Seniors!  
 
I hope you and your loved ones are well. I am the new College and Career Advisor at SHS and want to be sure you 
are aware that I am here to assist with your post-secondary plans.  Even though we are struggling with this 
pandemic, you still have many options for your future. Below, I have outlined some topics that may be of concern 
to you right now.   
   
Admissions  
If you have already decided on a college or technical school, make sure to check your email daily.  They may 
require more information from you or be able to help if you have been financially affected by Covid-19.    
 
Not yet applied to college or technical school?    
It is definitely not too late!  Many institutions have extended their deadlines, giving you more time to apply.  For 
a comprehensive list of updated deadlines go to: https://www.nacacnet.org/news--
publications/newsroom/college-admission-status-coronavirus/ or go to the institution website.  
 
Bright Futures Scholarship  
We are still waiting for information and updates from the Department of Education concerning Bright Futures 
Scholarship requirements, due to Covid-19. Once information is released, we will let you know by email and 
Instagram. In the meantime, Seniors who still need to submit completed high school community service hours 
can take a photo or scan of their log sheets and e-mail them to Spencer.Hodges@sarasotacountyschools.net.  If 
you still need hours, virtual volunteering locally is an option, but DON’T FORGET to get approval 
at https://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/Page/2654. 
 
Paying for College  
If your family’s financial status has changed due to Covid-19, there are things you can do.  First, complete 
the FAFSA.  Go to https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa to get started.  Help videos are 
available at: https://launchyourplan.com/resources/fafsa-and-bright-futures-open-houses/.  Once your FAFSA is 
complete, contact the Financial Aid Department at the technical school or college you plan to attend to discuss 
an income adjustment. They want you to attend their school as much as you do, and are there to help. Also, many 
scholarships have extended their deadlines, so there is still time to apply.  Go 
to https://launchyourplan.com/scholarships/ for an updated list and links to apply.  
 
Additional Educational Resources  
The Education Foundation of Sarasota County has a list of Covid-19 Educational Resources for students 
at: https://launchyourplan.com/covid-19-educational-resources-for-students/  
 
Contact Info  
Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns regarding your post-secondary plans. Students may 
schedule Zoom advising appointments with me if needed at https://calendly.com/kdudek or email me 
at kdudek@edfoundationsrq.org.  Remember to follow us on Instagram @SSCSHS for important updates!  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mrs. Dudek, SHS College and Career Advisor  
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